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IT'S PERSONAL: CHOOSING THE TOP STARS FOR
AFI POLL A TASK UD PROFESSOR PERFORMED WITH LOVE

DAYTON, Ohio- When it carne time to cast his vote, Tony Macklin let his admiration
for more than talent guide his decision.
Ingrid Bergman and Charlie Chaplin topped his ballot for the American Film Institute's
list of the top 50 stars. Eighteen hundred jurors cast their votes early this year, among them
"film artists, critics, historians, executives and other cultural leaders," according to the AFI.
One juror was F. Anthony Macklin, associate professor of English at the University of
Dayton. Macklin was a critic and editor of Film Heritage, a now-defunct periodical that during
its run had a paid subscription list that included 800 college and university libraries. Of the
AFI's top 100 films, a list released last year, a dozen were made by directors whom Macklin
had interviewed in depth for the journal.
Macklin took his task of selecting stars seriously and personally, as a labor of love.
Presented with a list of 250 nominees in each gender category, he had to pick the top 25 male
and the top 25 female legends (as well as two write-in candidates). AFI's criteria included star
quality, craft, legacy, popularity and historical context.
The list will be unveiled, by a cast of 50 current stars, during a three-hour CBS special at
8 p.m. Tuesday, June 15. And millions of people will debate the choices of the experts.
Can he defend Bergman and Chaplin against all corners? Maybe not, but he argues, "If
you're on a desert island, you have your romance and you have your humor. What else is
there?"
More seriously, he says that he especially likes Bergman and Chaplin "because they
fought the system. They were artists, personalities and they opposed politics. Anyone who
stands against politicians and stands for art as they did gets my vote."
He adds that he's comfortable with choosing them "because, while they were bigger than
life, they were also life. They had a lasting credibility to them. They were myth and reality. They
were human."
Also in Macklin's top five male and top five female legends: Marilyn Monroe, Judy
Garland, Katharine Iiepburn, Grace Kelly, John Wayne, Cary Grant, Humphrey Bogart and
James Dean.
Macklin says he does feel a little guilty about leaving the Marx Brothers off his top 25
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list. But he did include Chaplin, Buster Keaton, W. C. Fields, and Laurel and Hardy. "And I
saw some of the Marx Brothers' films recently and don't feel as guilty."
His write-ins were Kim Novak and Huntz Hall.
"I selected Kim Novak because of Vertigo," he said. "Hitchcock is one of the great
directors, and Bergman, Grace Kelly and Kim were all in Hitch films. Vertigo affected me more
than any other."
Even when he realized Novak wasn't strictly eligible for the list (AFI guidelines called for
living actors to have started their careers before 1950), Macklin remained loyal to his first
instinct. "She was the first woman that I fell in love with in films, so I had to include her. In my
heart she has to be on the list."
Hall, who died less than a week after Macklin mailed his ballot, gained fame as a
Bowery Boy and a Dead End Kid and played with some of the movies' great antiheroes such as
Bogart and Cagney. And, according to his New York Times obituary, "Mr. Hall may well have
anticipated the contemporary custom of wearing a baseball cap with its bill askew or turned
backward."
Of Hall, who made 48 films, Macklin says, "I picked Huntz Hall as my personal legend
because I spent much of my youth in the dark munching Raisinets and Tootsie Rolls and
watching Sach outsmart the bad guys. I had Sach instead of a puppy. Other people had
Hopalong Cassidy and Roy Rogers; I had Sach. That's probably why I turned out as I did."
Macklin believes people choose their legends, and make their stars, for very personal
reasons. He says, "As C.S. Lewis said about prayer, 'I pray not to change God but to change
myself.'
"I pick legends not for their own sake, but for my own."
-30For media interviews, contact Tony Macklin at (937) 299-6068 or via e-mail at
macklin@checkov.hm.udayton.edu. From June 7 to 18, he can be reached only by calling him in
New Jersey at (609) 398-8230.

